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NEW YORK POLITICS.

Yesterday we presented a brief sketch of the
prominent points in the history oi the divisions
in the democratic party of the Suite of New
\ orlc.bringing the narrative down to the
explosion at Syracuse last September. The
events, eonuected with the subject, which have
happened since that time also demand expla¬
nation, so as to destroy the false impressions
which designing men have attempted to fix in
the public mind.

It was the earnest and patriotic purpose of
the President to heal the divisions in the de¬
mocratic party, and to make it invincible by
making it united and harmonious. To accom¬

plish that object, he appointed men to office
who had been for years connected with organi¬
zations outside of the regular democratic or¬

ganization ; but with the distinct understand¬
ing that they hud abandoned their heretical
opinions.had given in their adherence to the
Baltimore platform.and were willing to come,
as individuals, into the democratic party and be
faithful to its movements as a partv.
In this point of view the declaration of the

1'resident was true.tliat he had appointed no

treesoiler to office, and that he would remove

from office any frcesoiler, on the knowledge of
the. fact that he entertained freesoil ideas, or

intended at any time to renew the anti-slavery
agitation. Being manly, open, and candid, he
put faith in the promises of'men who were not

trustworthy. But it never has been, we believe,
bis purpose to give countenance and encour¬

agement to the principles which he had always
opposed with undeviating consistency. Mr.
Cushing'a letter to Mr. Frothinghain proves
this most clearly and emphatically. Coming,
us it did, after Mr. Guthrie's disreputable ex¬

posure, its real purpose can scarcely be misun¬
derstood, even by the dullest comprehension.
That real purpose was to protect the President
from the suspicions that the sinuous move¬

ments of some members of his cabinet had cast

upon him. But we anticipate. Let us return
to onr sheep.

The first and most prominent consideration
that the professions of the SjTacu.se freesoilers
suggest, raises a question of sincerity and hon¬
esty. The Van Buren freesoilers, in order to

gain the favor of the government, were forced
to sanction at Syracuse the Baltimore platform,
by words at least, no matter what their acts

might be. But were their professions worthy
ot belief? W ere they honest and true pro-
fesions? To answer these questions truly, it is
necessary to look to the circumstances under
which they were made, and to the antecedents
of the men who made- them. The freesoilers
of New York had been guilty of repeated acts
of treason towards the democratic partv. Their
record was spotted and stained all over with
corruption and fraud. On no occasion had
they shown any regard for principle in opposi¬
tion to dishonest expediency. On every occa¬

sion they stuck a dagger into the democratic
partv, when they could gratify- mercenary desires
<«r minister to vengeful feelings. It therefore
appears to us. as the uttermosl degree of weak¬
ness and folly, to repose confidence in the pro¬
fessions.the sudden and unexpected profes¬
sions.the suspicious and mercenary profes¬
sions.of men whose infamous conduct had
driven them beyond the pale of decent asso¬

ciation.
Bnt this is not all. The issue raised at Syra¬

cuse not only rcqnires us to ling to onr bo¬
soms freesoil factionists because, for the sake of

gold, they strive to imitate virtuous accents. It

requires us to cast off from us men whom we

know to be true and faithful.men that we

have seen tried in the furnace of affliction and
come forth bright and pure. I admit fellow-
ship with John Van Buren and his abolition
followers, requires us to discard and spurn
.Daniel S. Dickinson and his pure and patriotic
supporters who stood by the Union and the
Constitution in the hours of peril, when noth¬
ing cotdd be won but the consciousness of rec¬

titude. When we become so unmindful of

wrong, and so ungrateful for high and noble
service, may our right hand be withered, and
our tongue cleave to the roof our mouth. For¬
giveness is a virtue, and ingratitude is a black
crime; yet among politicians there should be
no forgiveness, except that which follows true,
bumble rejientance.and political ingratitude
is marked with all the debased features which
characterizes him who wonld stab his benc&c-
tor.
When the Van Buren free soilers took forci¬

ble possession of the democratic organization
of New York, the contest should have been
confined to the Empire K'ate. True, an out¬

rage had been inflicted on the democratic sen¬

timent of the country. But yet ]>olicv, ex.

pcdiency, and honest patriotism alike com¬

manded that the politics of a State should be
decided by the people of a State. But this
was not permitted. Our warning voice was

drowned in the clamor of those who, pretend¬
ing to lie the friends of the President and his
administration, insisted that the New York war
should become nationalized, and that the
whole country should take part in it. Jour¬
nals, pretending to speak in the name and on

behalf of the President, insisted that fidelity to
the democratic party should be tested.not by
fidelity to democratic principles.but bv prais¬
ing the mauner in which the spoils had been
distributed. From the beginning we have pro¬
tested against such degradation. "To the vic¬
tors belong the spoils;" but when men are

united only by the hope of spoil, they arc no

tetter than robbers and banditti.
Judge l>ronsons letter to the Tammany

Hall committee whk necessary for his own jus
lificafton. \ an Bnren and eotnpanv has pouted
him in the public jmpers as one of their sup

porters: and his own character compelled him
to clear his skirts of such au imputation. Sup¬
pose he had remained silent.would not the
whole couutry have regarded him a* a Van
Buren and Cochrane sympathiser ? Ten years
hence, could he have defended himself from
such a charge without record evidence? lie
protected himself from present misrepresenta¬
tion.he protected himself from l>eing miscon¬
strued in the future. Had he not a right.a
clear and unequivocal right.to do that?
The whole country answers in the affirmative;
but one James Guthrie, without antecedents,
and, it is to be hoped, without consequents.a
man unknown to fame.a stranger to the his¬
tory of the'country.answers 111 a rough, coarse,
vulgar tone, in the negative.

This Mr. Guthrie.having lieen made Secre¬
tary of the Treasury by one of those strange
freaks of fortune that the wisest cannot inter¬
pret.censured Judge Bronson because he hail
not appointed a sufficient number of the old
Van Buren freesoilers to offices in the New
York custom-house. Look at the time when
and the manner in which that censure was

made. Look at it carefully. Remember that
Judge Bronson did not solicit office. Remem¬
ber that he was importuned to accept office.
Remember that 110 fault had been found with
his appointments until he refused to speak at
the bidding of Mr. John Vun Buren.and we

ask what was the motive that urged and insti¬
gated Mr. Secretary Guthrie to write his first
letter ? We say it was to censure Judge Bron¬
son for not giving in his adhesion to the Van
Buren dynasty.for acting as a free and inde¬
pendent.an honest as upright citizen. But
now we must stop for the present. We have
cleared away the rubbish, so that having a full
view of Mr. Secretary Guthrie, wo can paint
him to the life, and set forth at the same time,
facts which the people ought to know, and
ponder and understand.

THE RICHMOSD EXAMINER AND NEW
YORK POLITICS.

We commend to our readers the following
article, which we have extracted from the edi¬
torial columns of that sterling paper, the Rich¬
mond Examiner. It contains a brief historical
review of the elder Van Buren, and a very
pithy clear and intelligible statement of the
present condition of New York politics. It is
almost needless for us to say, that the opinions
expressed, the positions taken, and the sympa¬
thies indicated, command our unqualified ap¬
proval and concurrence. The Examiner has
had the sagacity to discover the true state of
aflairs, to detect freesoilism and abolitionism
in all their subtle transmutations, aud iu all
their cunning disguises. It has also the man¬

liness and the frankness, please or displease
whom it may, to say what it thinks, to express
what it feels, and to stand by the true friends
of the national democracy and of the Constitu¬
tion.
The Examiner has a large circulation in the

south. It wields a powerful influence, aud we

incline to the belief that its opinions and sympa- !
thies harmonize as completely with the southern I
mind and heart as those of any other journal. I
The Examiner is true, honest, and firm. We
are- happy to co-operate with it in the good
cause it has espoused. It is a true exponent
of the national democratic mind, and will never
have cause to repent of pursuiug its straight
forward and patriotic course. The Examiner
says:
Martin Van Buiex. The career of Mr.

v an Buren is full of instructive admonition.
tew men have even engaged more fully or for a
onger period, the earnest attention of the coun¬

try than he has done. None have passed so

completely through the whole scale of popular
regard and detestation, from zenith to nadir
as this gentlemen. Before his connection with
the administration of the federal government,
.

'.>' ^e peculiar circumstances attend¬
ing his career in reaching the high offices off
Hhi ?v /°ni f and from thi' tfreat
a nhty he had always displayed, rendered him¬
self one of the most conspicuous of the remark¬
able men who figured in that remarkable pe-
7L< n'p g P°^rs of Oratory, he ad,fed
;vn<l tact ;nri?S°n argument, and a skill
.jixl tact m the management of men and the

mJTstin P0 Ut't1 affairs> rare1/ equalled,
and still more randy excelled. He was con-

spieuoiis in the ranks of the democracy in the
debates of the Senate, in the regard of the na-

JlJ? universally looked to as the

irtration ."a °f Gen- Jack8on'«
1. tration , and was amongst the most efficient
of that resistless phalanx which overthrew the
dynasty of John Quiney Adams, and installed
in his stead the hero of New Orleans. Mi¬
an Buren discharged the duties of his con-

itvC'Tv, 7 |W,t£ aml marked abil-
'

ci j Ie'?. Jnckson respected, loved and
confided ,n him; and used/as it was thought

nals. He was bold, frank, and uudis«,is£l.
and under any other circumstances than thtse
wh.ch surrounded him, would have retired from
Ins duties and his office amid the applause and
with the confidence of the people. But a crisis
in the monetary affairs of the country came
which gave rise to a political tornado such £
this country never witnessed, that drove him
and every vestige of his party from place aml
lower. After four .,. 'of whi)r
the democratic party cast about for a proper

anil WOSe ha"ds to P,act' ^eir stand¬
ard m thc«cnsuing contest; and all eves nam
rally turned to the man who had been uniustlv
and fraudulently overthrown in an

heVd fen*,bie wurfkrc uJx>u the party
It is bootless now to inquire by what means

moiIiS Iwf^ ll°r the."om,nati®n at Haiti-

Jn* of his h,
1r"" defemt®?; R,,d ,he fou'"

bUeriui^ iJm erC tUrned i,lto
oiuernet.fi. in his resentment of that conceived

wavenne, comjuering d"j
from ana turned atrninst liw. \ \1 .tllrncd
.ho r,,.

ment and utter sorrow upon his alarming, his
infamous desertion in 1*-|M; not only of partyand principles, of his honor and integrity, but
of his Constitution and his country. There wasthen not one solitary human voice of all thecounties.® throng of true-hearted, honest men,who had honored and served him, that did not
utter its deep and bitter execrations of the trai¬
tor and the treason. His name became thence¬forth a by-word and a reproach, and so hascontinued to be.

''Mr. VaA Buren .identified hinnelf, in 1R48,with the frecsoil i»art) of the north, and took
as the tenets of his faith and articles of his
creed, the treasonable Buffalo platform. The

south could not forget this assault; it cannot
forgive this monstrous iniquity. It is no' figure
of speech to say that Van Buren and Arnold
are names synonymous in the hearts of the
southern people.

1 he south knows lull well thai the sontiment
of Europe is hostile to the system of slavery;
that all the energies of fanaticism, moral ami
religious, an- directed against us on- tliat ac¬
count.

^

\\ e know that every weapon in the ar¬

mory ol prejudice, national rivalry ami dread
are freely resorted to, to injure ami destroy us.

Misrepresentation, slander, fraud, falsehood, are
the familiar means by which we are sought to
l)C ruined and undone. Romance, poetry, po¬litical, and religious literature, is all enlisted in
the crusade against our altars aud our homes.
But the south quails not in the apparently un¬

equal struggle, feeling that he is doubly armed
who has his quarrel just. They can disregard
foreign detraction, traduction, and ussault, but
they cannot forgive their own n countrymen
and brethren,' who add treason and fratricide
to enmity, malice, and falsehood.
We know, however, that in the midst of the

strongholds of our northern enemies, within the
hailiwick of the Lucifer of Kindcrhook, we have
friends, good, true, faithful, untiring, and cour-

ageous allies, whose enemies are our enemies,
whose couutry is our country, aud whose God is
our God.men who have done all, dared all,
and suffered all, for the south, the Constitution,
aud the country. Daniel S. Dickinson and his
dauntless party in New York, the south have
been accustomed to look upon as her friends
and the friends of the country; they have been
tried and purified in the fiery furnace, and, like
pure wold, have come out all the purer for the
ordeal; like Shadrach, Meshach, and Abeduc-
go, they have come out with their faith and
righteousness vindicated of Heaven, before
princes and people.

That a feud and warfare should exist between
the Van Buren faction and the Dickinson party,
is to be expected; that the south should side
with Van Burenists against Dickinson and his
friends, would be unjust, cruel,, and most un¬

natural. If this quarrel is forced upon the na¬

tion, the south will take sides with tho friends
of the south, let who will take sides against
them.

FASHION.DISPLAY.VANITY.
From the painted and half nude Indian, from

the greasy Hottentot lassie, up to tho queen 011

her throne, and the belle in her brilliancy, all
is vanity. To deck her person, to supply by
art, the deficiencies of nature, is the great ruling
passion of woman. The young savage puts a

ring in her nose, a girdle around her waist,
paint all over her person, and she struts in her
grotesque decorations, as if she thought that by
mutilating nature she increased her charms.
She spoils a beauty to make a belle.for most

strangely and unaccountably she becomes the
pet of her tribe, and the idol of all the young
savages who feel the influence of the tender
passion.
Nor is this vanity, and this false taste, con¬

fined to the gentler sex. The young savage
warrior, not content with his symmetrical form
aud with his nat\iral graces, deforms his body
and his handsome face by tattooing them, until
he looks more the devil than the human being.
The little beads and trinkets that he uses as

ornaments, are more valued than all the solid
and substantial things that contribute to com¬

fort and happiness. Vanity.the vanity of ap¬
pearing well.is a passion natural to the hu¬
man heart.alike to the savage damsel, who
struts in the reeking trophy of a fresh cut bear
skin, and to the delicate and lovely belle, who
appears in gems almost as brilliant as her
eyes, and in roses not much more delicate than
her damask cheek.

Savages are rough types of men and women

who have been reared under the influences of
civilization and^refinement. The passions that
animate them are the same. The only differ¬
ence is, that they are modified and take a dif¬
ferent direction.
The savage maiden paints her body, the

bright beauty of civilization paints her cheek.
The one wears a ring in her nose, the other
rings in her ears. The one girdles herselfwith
the gaudiest zone she can command, the other
arrays herself in stuffs of the costliest quality
and the richest dies.
They are the same by nature, they have been

changed by circumstances. The same parallel
may be run between savage and civilized men.

1 he most expensive of all qualities is the love
of display. The longest wars of nation,s have
uot cost as much as the vanity of the individ¬
uals composing those nations. What is spent
on vanity in one year would defray the expenses
°jf n nation. It is the inordinate
indulgence of this passion, that destroys many
young men, and debauches and debases many
young women. If the rewards ofhonest indus¬
try are found inadequate to meet its demands,
new and guilty sources of gain are resorted to,
and soon the gems purchased by the sacrifice of
virtue, are the chosen and boasted ornaments
of insatiate vanity.

A anity, we believe, is the most dangerous of
ull qualities. One man is avaricious, one man

is prodigal; one cold-hearted, another head¬
strong but all arc vaiii, and he would do more
to improve individual and national character.
than all others, who would devise feasible
means of curbing vanity. *

The lower orders follow the examples set
them by persons in plape and power. What
prevails in the court, is diffused downwards
through all classes. If luxurous living, mag¬
nificent. style, and gorgeous apparel distinguish
the upper circles, there will always be a feeble
imitation in the lower circles.
Apes and monkeys are decked in gaudy

costumes, to attract the attention of children,
and excite the merriment of spectators; and
it would be -well for men and women, who arc

made in the image of their maker, to leave to
apes and monkeys, the tawdry finery with which
they so often disfigure their persons.

Vanity exhibits itself in different forms and
aspects. Diogenes, in his tub, is tho most
offensive form that it can assume. There are

many, who, like the brutal cynic, hypocritically
assume humility, in order to get greater houor.
There is oftentimes more pride and vanity
under homespun, than broad cloth ; but, as this
is no essay on vanity, we dismiss those who
follow Diogenes, with the remark, that the onlv
agreeable circumstance connected with their
vanity, is its cheapness.
These hurried remarks have been suggested

by the following sensible article which we clip
from the Pittsburg l\)sf:

Paris I-asiiions and American Follh.
I here are many kinds of slavery in the world; j
bat none more expensive, senseless and mis-
chievous thnn the slavery ofthe American peo¬
ple to Parisian dress-makers. Paris is the
great emporium of fashions for the civilized
world ; and no neople now are more ready and
eager to adopt the ever-varying fashions and in¬
ventions of French ingenuity, than the people
of the I nited States. Two or three times every
year Parisian artists invent new styles of dress

for the imitative and fashionable world to adopt.
And each new style of dress must be adopted
the muinent it appears, at the mo«>t exorbitant
prices. These constant changes of the fashions
are a mere scheme to tax, to the utmost, the
really wealthy few, and the foolish many, who
desire to be thought wealthy and fashionable.,
The new variations in the forms of cloaks,

bonnets, and ladies and gentlemen 8 dresses,
costs the American people many million dollars
every vear. It is a clear useless expense, with¬
out profit to any but the fashion venders, and
the merchants. It introduces no better mate¬
rials, or more becoming form of apparel. It is
a mere oJmnye of style, which the fashionable
world is compelled to adopt, at the most ex¬

travagant cost, the moment of its appearance.
And in this country, where so large a portion
of the people possess the means, and a desire
to be ranked among the respectable and fash¬
ionable, the amount of money squandered semi¬
annually iu this absurd slavery to Parisian
dress-makers, is immense.

<

.

The prosperity of the American people is
engendering a pride and extravagance more
general and wasteful than can now be seen in
any other country. In France and Kngland,
whose fashions and follies the wealthy and
fashionable of our land so eagerly imitate, the
expensive fashions are mainly confined to the
titled, the gentry and the wealthy, while the
great mass of the people are content with the
comforts of life alone. But, in this country, all
may aspire to equal distinction in the ranks of
fashion, as well as political honors, who have
cash or credit to satisfy the fashion venders.
And hence, in this country, the evil is more

widespread, and the aggregate waste more
enormous. This shameful slavery to the fash-
ion-inventors of Paris is becoming every year
more oppressive ; and twice, at least, each year,
the pockets of a large portion of the people
are depleted to cover their forms with the latest
and most expensive styles of dress. The city
ladies are the first victims, then servant girls,
perhaps the next; and the country belles and
ladies follow in the lead; all striving to come

up to the fashionable standard ot the season.
Our merchants announce, in the spring, ths

new articles of wearing apparel. Ifpper-tendoin
is excited at once; and the higher the price of
the garments, the better they like them, because
.the smaller the chance that they will become
vulgarly common. But the first run of sales
over, at the most exorbitant prices, the prices
are brought down rapklly, till all who aim to
have place in the ranks of fashion are supplied;and the style loses its charm because it has bo-
come too common. Just then new goods and
new fashion plates arrive from Paris; and ano¬
ther excitement follows, and in the same way,
and as speedily subsides. Ho goes the game
from season to season.fashionable seasons we
mean.and from year to year; with ever in¬
creasing expenses and extravagance as the
wealth and population of the country increases.
J(o wouder ^ew \ork merchants boast that
they import two hundred million dollars worth
of goods per year, and financiers croak of our

tight money markets, and our vast indebted¬
ness to foreign countries. One-half of that in¬
debtedness, perhaps, is the fruit of our slavery
to the fashion-inventors of Europe, and our

eager imitation of the costly spleudors of Eu¬
ropean aristocracy.

Were all the money paid for our costly fash¬
ions expended in this country, the evil would
be less. When we have fashion-marts and em¬
poriums of our own, then let the wealthy few
scatter their wealth for the industrious many to
gather, and let the simple rush to insolvency,
and their inheritance pass to worthier hands.

[Pittsburg Post.

"STRAIN'S CHILI ABfl> LA PLATA."
We have been presented by its gifted au¬

thor with a copy of a highly interesting and
valuable work, just published by Mr. Horace
II. Moore, of New York, entitled " Sketches of
a Journey in Chili and the Argentine proc
inces, in 1819, by Lieutenant Isaac G. Strain,
United .States nary." The pressure of import¬
ant political matters upon our time and atten¬
tion, since this work has been placed in our

hands, has rendered it impossible to give it
such careful perusal as its evident merit enti¬
tles it to, as a truthful and ably written descrip¬
tion of the people, the manners and customs,
forms of civil and military government, char¬
acter of the soil, with its adaptation to various
productions, sea-port and inland cities, of a

verv interesting and attractive portion of South
America. But we have read enough to au¬

thorize the assertion that Lieutenant Strain
has embraced within this neatly and beautifully
printed and bound volume, a rich and rare in¬
tellectual treat, to every reader who entertains
a proper appreciation of the vital interests we

possess, as a nation and people, in everything
connected with the vast border of the Pacific,
especially on the American continent, and quite
enough to warrant an endorsement of the
opinion entertained of him in and out of the
navy, as one of the most lucid and graphic-
writers in the country, and as a gentleman,
whose urbane and gentle manners, and keen
discernment of human character, will make
him esteemed and respected everywhere.

At an early day we shall publish some inter¬
esting extracts from this book, commencing
with the bay, city, manners and customs of
Valparaiso, which is still denominated "the
commercial emporium or depot of the Pacific
coast and islands."

Terrible Explosion.Five Men Killed II.
Yesterday morning (November 4) one of the most
fearful and fatal powder-mill explosions thai it lias
ever been our lot to record, occurred in Spencer,
in this county, a little before ten o'clock. Our re¬
porter reached the fearful scene ol death before
all the Uidies were removed from the wreck of
timber, &c., which marked the spot where the mill
stood, and was enabled to ((lean the followingparticulars: The mill was known as the "CorningMill," of Spencer, and was owned by Lewis
Bemis, esq., who, at the present time, is at the
west on business connected with another mill
owned by him, which was blown up about two
weeks since. The explosion took place at ten
minutes before ten oclock, and was distinctlyheard by us in this ,city. Five men were in the
mill at the time, aud all were instantly hurried
into eternity.We (jive a list of the killed: Henry Avis, aged22, foreman of the mill, an Englishman, siugle;Richard Avis, brother of the above. .'13 years old,leti a wife and one child; Robert Perkins, Eng.lishman, single, workman in the mill; GeorgeSwallow. Kngliahinan, aged 2f>, leaving a wife;John Laughlin, Irishman, aged 25, teamster, lett
no family.
As the Indies of the above were removed from

the mill, they presented a most horrible spectacle.Two of the bodies were found in the water under
the mill, aud one was found in a potato field, hav¬
ing been blown at least tifly rods. Mr. Laughlin.the teamster, was shockingly mutilated, and could
be recognized only by portions of his clothes,which w as tound on so much of his body as was
left. One man had his legs entirely blown otr, and
two were without head#. The bodies were all
mutilated more or less, and the clothes of all of
them were almost entirely blown oil'. Coffins were
procured, and the mutilated remains were beingjirepared tor them as we left the scene.
At the time of the explosion it is supposed there

wat at least sixty kegs of powder in the mill. This
mill stand* on the site of the mill blown up two
year* ago. at whieli time Mr. Hall and a foreigner
were killed.

It will be recollected that a mill, belonging to
Mr. Reims, was blown up in September, but lortu-
nntely no one was killed. Ten men have now lost
their lives in Spencer within eight years by these
explosions. Can there be no remedy '

It is a singular tact that a wagon, in which n
borne was harnessed, stood near the inill, and that
(he wagon was blown into atoms, while the horse
escaped with only the loss of his hair. Boards
and timber from the mill covered the ground in
everv direction lor the distance ot lifty rods.

I Worrtttrr (Mm**.)

Vrom tha Ptnrinnatl ()u«tt«.
The Power of Turkey.

It scemi almost us difficult to nsoertain th®
comparative strength of the forces which Russia
and Turkey can bring into the field, a* it was
to see the result of the negotiations which have
been so long pending. One class of writers
assert that Turlcey will be able to maintain the
integrity of her empire, and to repel her inva¬
ders ; while another can see no other result ol
the war which appears about to commence than
a dismemberment of the Ottoman empire and
the expulsion of the Turks from Europe. Both
classes speak in like dogmatical phrase, and
confound and confuse the enquirer with their
conflicting statements.

,The Paris correspondence of the National
Intelligencer, in a late letter in which the pro¬
bable result ofthe impending coutest is sketched
with great plausibility, speaks of the contest an
a " little war,'.' iu which the advantage will all
be on the side of the Czar. " A war of this
sort," he says, " may last a year or two, at the
end of which, Turkey, absolutely exhausted,
will accept even harder terms ol protectoratethan she is now resisting, and will be utterly
unable to oppose any effective resistance, if the
Czar shall deem it expedient to advance uponConstantinople." He does not think, never¬
theless, that Nicholas will attempt to dismember
the Ottoman empire at present, but that " he
will be content to impose upon the Porte the
protectorate embraced in his ultimatum, and
provoke exhaustive efforts now, which will leave
Turkey utterly inefficient in a final straggle,
reasonably calculating that events must arise
iu the west before this policy can be pursuedfor two campaigns to sever Vranee and hug-
land." This would, of course, leave Russia and
Austria free to pursue any schemes of tento¬rial acqyisition they may have conceived, with¬
out other opposition than that which the Sultan
himself would be able to offer.

This correspondent finds another element of
weakness on the Saltan's side, in the military
spirit of his people and the old Mussulman
fanaticism, which are thoroughly aroused and
clamorous for a war against Russia.
"The Sultan," he says, "may. still guide,but he cannot control these terrible elements.

The capital and the whole theatre of warswarm
with barbarous, warlike, fanatic soldiery, col¬
lected from the depths of the Turkish empire.
They have come up at the call of the repre¬
sentative of the Prophet to defend the religion
of Mahomet, declared to be in danger from the
aggressions of the infidel. These fierce undis¬
ciplined hordes of religious fanatics burn to be
led against the unbelievers. Were they not to
be gratified; were the Sultan, after all that has
occurred, to attempt to send them back to their
homes in peace with Russia, such a spirit of
discontent and rebellion would be routed that
the Sultan would be unable, in all probability,
to keep his seat upon the throne, and the Ot¬
toman empire would be seen tumbling to pie¬
ces amid frightful scenes of carnage, anarchy,
and civil war. The Sultan has, from all ac¬

counts, brought things to such a pass that,
while it may be yet possible for him to ride
upon the whirlwind and direct the storm,
he would instantly become the victim of an

attempt to control and suppress it. The Czar,
if his policy dictated such a course, would find
it exceedingly difficult, short ol two arduous
campaigns, to reach Constantinople athwart
these fierce hostile masses; but would they be
equally formidable if, in their hot impatience
to measure themselves with the Russians, they
should attempt to cross the Danube and attack
the enemy in their entrenchments ? This maywell be doubted."
The New York Courier and Enquirer takes

a different view of the relative forccs of the
belligerent powers. It says:
"Turkey maintained a hard contest with

Russia twenty-five years a<jo; she will maintain
a far harder one now. Then she had a reve¬
nue of twenty millions of dollars.an army of
but thirty-two thousand men, unorganized and
without tried generals.no fleet, for her fleet
had been destroyed at Navarino, all her great
Christian population in a state of insubordina¬
tion on account of the recent war with Greece.
Egypt her enemy, and Syria and Arabia under
the control of Mehemet Ali. Now she has
twice the revenue.an army six times aajarge,
thoroughly equipped, well disciplined, nMy offi¬
cered.a powerful fleet.almost the entire
Christian population enthusiastically in her fa¬
vor.all tfie Mahometan races of northern
Africa and western Asia making common
cause with her. Russia is hardly more power¬ful now than then. Her fleet has not mate¬
rially increased. She then had a hundred
thousand Poles and thirty thousand Circassians
in her army; now ever}' Pole is her enemy, and
sixty thousand men are required to keep these
very "Circassians in check. If she had no
wealth then, she has but little now and but
limited credit. A spirit of desertion pervadesthe Russian troops in the principalities, so that
there has already been a necessity of withdraw¬
ing the regular cavalry two marches from the
Danube, and replacing them with Cossacks.
The cholera is making havoc in the southern
army; and, as far as relates to commissariat
and hospital accommodation, Russia is now in
much the same condition as in tile last war,when she lost 150,000 men and 50,000 horses
by disease and hunger alone. Besides all this
the Russian forces, on the ground, are abso¬
lutely inferior in numbers to the Turkish, and
the season is too far advanced to allow material
reinforcements.
"The'Bnena Vista style of fighting is what

suits both Russians and Turks. And they are
not so far wrong after all, for even Wellingtonhimself aaid that ' hard fighting is the main
thing.' It was fighting of just this descriptionthat gave Suwarrow success in his celebrated
Italian campaign of 17D9, which, so far as mere

theory goes, every military man knows was but
a series of errors. This same general s ideas
of the mode of dealing with the Turks may be
.seen in the instructions he gave his soldiers in
bayonet practice. For the Poles a single thrust
was enough; for the Prussians, two thrusts:
for the French, two thrusts horizontally and
one downwards; but for the Turks, not only
two level thrusts and a downward one, but a
shake on the bayonet in addition, for, as the
old veteran used to say, ' the Turk must be very
dead when he does not try a sweejrinfj ciit.'

" Rnssia has been fighting a handful of Cir¬
cassians for twenty years, and she has not con¬

quered them. Those greatly mistake who be¬
lieve she can finish Turkey in one, or two, or
five campaigns. For the present, at least, the
chances are altogether in favor of Turkey,
even if she have to fight her battles alone. But
she will probably be assisted by France and
England; certainly by multitudes of revolution¬
ary adventurers from all quarters ol Europe,filled with a hatred of the autocrat intenser
even than her own."
The New York papers of a late date contain

the proceedings of a meeting of the Ingrahamcommittee, which has resolved itself into "an
organization, called The Society of L nitersal
Democratic Ilejniblicaniam." In these pro¬ceedings we find a long letter from Charles
Frederick Henningsen, on the condition of
Turkish affairs, in which the surprising igno¬
rance of even the best informed men in rela¬
tion to the Turkish race and Turkish empireis deplored. The author modestly admits that
the monopoly of this information is enjoyed byhimself in oonncction with our fellow-citizen,William M. Corry, in this country, and David
Urquhart, and two or three others in England.Captain Henningsen, however, has really had
veryexcellentopnortunitiesoflearning the actual
condition of Turkey, the extent of her resources,and the character of her people; and we pre¬
sume he has made good use of those opportu¬nities. What he says should, therefore, be
received with a good deal of respect. We givethe material portion of his lettor :

" Let us now examine the real vitality of the
Turkish empire. Some ten or twenty years
ago Greece had, been emancipated ; half the
provinces of Tnrkay were in revolt; the Jani¬
zaries had been destroyed, mid were snceeeded

by a few thousand ineffective regulars, ill-dis-
ciplinea, spiritless, and ashamed of their own

uniforms, which excited only popular ridicule
and contempt. The.Raaiiaus had advanced to
Adriauople and withdrawn, on obtaining a hu¬
miliating peace. Egypt had thrown ott its^ al¬
legiance. Mchemet Ali was threatening l on-

stantinoph'. and, crowning all these misfor¬
tunes, the Turkish fleet had gone over to the
Egyptian enemy. At this time dissolution
seemed unavoidable. Vet a few years after
how stood the case ? These revolted provinces
had submitted.these few unwilling recruits
had been succeeded by a standing army ol
160,000 regulars, l<esides 200,000 more who had
served and been disciplined in its ranks, and
lastly, Egypt was not only no longer threaten¬
ing, but had returned to its allegiance.
"Now, ought not this resurrection to have

suggested that there must be, withiu the Turk¬
ish empire, som« latent elements of vigor, vi¬
tality and strength, which had escaped super¬
ficial observation? Nor, on examination, are
they difficult to perceive. The fact iB, that the
Sultan is a pontiff, not sustained, like the Ro¬
man pontiff, by the brute forces of foreign bay¬
onets, but whom all Mahometans in the empire
unite under certain circumstances to uphold.
the fact is, that it is not true that the relieious
faith and zeal of the great mass of these Mosle-
mins has undergone diminution, or that these
Mahometans suffer under any numerical infe¬
riority compared to other creeds.

" A ccording to the recent census, the Mo-
liammedau population of Turkey in Europe,including Ottomans, Bosniacks and Albanians,
numbers over 4,000,000. There are in Asia,
without counting Kurds and Arabs, 11,000,-
000 of Ottomans more; in all, 15,000,000.an¬
imated, whenever Islamism is menaced, by the
same spirit which has recently sent 80,000 vol¬
unteers to the armies of tho Sultan.a number
all the princes of. the continent of Europe could
not command.
" Now, the Christ ians of the Turkish empirebelong (excepting Jews and Gipsies) to one of

tho four races speaking radically different lan¬
guages, irreconcilably hating each other, and
not only separately, but collectively, inferior in
numbers to the Mussulmans.
"The Greeks are two million.one in Asia

and one in Europe.the Albanian Christians
under half a million; the Moldo-Wallachians,
whose territory the Russians now occupy, ex¬
ceed four millions, and the Christian Sclavoni-
ans do not niimber six millions and a half. Of
these Sclavonians, four million (the Bulgarians)
are an unwarlike race, and so are the Moldo-
Wallachians, who long for Turkish supremacy,and hato the Russian protectorate which forced
them back to serfdom. So also are the Tur¬
kish Greeks ; so that there remaiu about two
million of Serbian, Bosniak, and Albanian
Christians ever accustomed or inclined to the
use of arms, and who, divided by hereditary an¬
tipathies, must make head against eleven mil¬
lion of compact Ottomans, or against fifteen
million of the Moslem creed. ri urkey, which
has no debt, and whose subjects might afford
as large a revenue, probably, as the whole Rus¬
sian people, raises nve times less revenue, and
hence, under a war pressure, is better able than
any continental nation to afford a protracted
struggle.

'.Of this Mahomedan population, nearly the
whole is upright, resolute, and brave. Less af¬
fected by the religious character of their obedi¬
ence to the Snltan than other nations, by sub¬
mission to arbitrary power, they consider that
they obey the Prophet's vicegerent; who has
no right to make a law not contained in their
holy book, and whom it is their right to resist
anu to depose if he ventures to act contrary to
its spirit. They must not be j udged ofby the of¬
ficial Turks, who are what, in representatively
governed countries, would be called politicians,
and whom, even under the most liberal and en¬

lightened government the world has ever seen.
that of the United States.no one would take
as a fair sample of the integrity and courage of
the people." When the last war with Russia, and after¬
wards with Mehemet Ali, took place, they were
still irritated and divided by the suppression of
the Janissaries, and by the prosecution of re¬
forms which shocked their prejudices, and
whose benefits, were not yet apparent. But
this is past, and they were never more loyal or
united than at present.

"Usually, when an oriental question agitatesIhe stock exchanges of London and Paris, they
are ignorant of its existence, ami this is what
diplomatists mistake for apathy. The official
Turks, reinemliering the recent weakness of
their transition state, cannot realize their ac¬
tual strength: but this timidity the masses do
not share, ana if once conceiving Islamism, the
empire, or it« honor endangered, are reckless
of all consequences, and willing to face any
sacrifice.

" Animated by this spirit, they could not
possibly be put down, considering the nature
of the country in European Turkey, under two
campaign^, by any combination of hostile
forces.

°
On referring to the last Russian inva¬

sion in 1828 and 1829, we shall find that the
Russian army could never take Shuinla, an

irregularly fortified town, defending the main
pass across the Balkan; that Silistria was for
many months fruitlessly besieged during the
first "campaign; that Varna only succumbed
through treachery, and that when the Russian
army had pushed on to Adrianople, it was so
reduced by fatigue and sickness, that, Colonel
Chesney reported to the Duke of Wellington
that it could not muster sixteen thousand bay¬
onets, and that if the Porte had not precipi¬
tately made peace, it must have retired with
disaster and in disgrace. This statement
has been since abundantly confirmed. The
Turks had then only, as regulars, some ill-con-
ditioned levies. They have now a standing
army of 1 CO,000 men, and a relief, or reserve,
exceeding that number. Of the quality of
these troops I will onlv say that Generals Bern
and Guyon considered the infantry as decided¬
ly superior to the Austrian or Russian; that
the artillery is good, and the auxiliary regular
light troops are excellent.

" The Turkish soldier is better and more ex¬
tensively provided than any in Europe, except
the British.is full of pugnacity and stamina,
and the recent desertions may probably be ac¬
counted for through the fact, that when, in
1840, conjointly occupying Wallachia, the half-
starved Russian soldiers, plundered by the
speculation of their officers, were accustomed
to beg of the Turkish troops the broken vic¬
tuals which they distributed between the Rus¬
sian Giaours and the dogs.

" Hence it will be obvious that tho strife be¬
tween the two armies now confronting each
other on the Danube will not lie so unequal,
and that not only Turkey may hold her own,
but if she appeals to the revolutionary spirit,
may roll back the tide of war so far and vio¬
lently as to shake, if not overwhelm all tho des¬
potic thrones in Europe."'

A life insurance case of some interest was
decided at Springfield, Massachusetts, on the third
instant. In February, 1S50, Alanson C. Currier,
late of Palmer, Massachuaetts, took'out a policy
on his life lor the benefit of his creditors, for the
sum of one thousand dollars in the Connecticut
Mutual Life Insurance Company. In August, of
the same year, he died, and the company refused
to pay on the ground that Currier had the con¬

sumption when the insurance was effected, and
did not disclose the fact, a* he wan hound to do,
and that he did not disclose the fact that his father
and brother had had the consumption. The trial
lasted five days, and resulted in a verdict in favor
of the insurance company.

EFfKCTS OF THE MECKNT PIOIIT.

A*piri»g SffM.-Mn, would you not like to see
me a hero arid n champion ?

Vrliqhtrd Ma,.Oh, yes, that I should, sonny 1

Amifiring So*..Well, would you not be proud
of me, if f should grow up as good a man as Mor-
riw»ey or Sullivan ? Wouldn't I He the joy of the
family. g

An unsuccessful lover was asked by what
means he k>M hi" divinity. *' Ala»," cried he, .' I
fluttered her unlil she got too prtn»d »o speak to
me." .

' Jotal attb ^trsoBa^.
The Aqueduct Celebration..In yesterday'*

paper we gave such meagre information in rela¬
tion to the celebration of Tuesday us we were
able to obtain from current report, not having been
among the fortunate ones present on theoccasion,
by special invitation j and now have to add tboi
the proceedings at the Great Falls were of an in¬
teresting "character, as we learn from one of the
aldermen who participated in the jubilee, and who
did his share in the toast-drinking. Whether he
preferred the water to the wine, we had neither
the curiosity nor the indelicacy to inquire. It was
altogether, we presume, a matter of taste.
On arriving at the ground, everything being in

readiness for the commencement of the exercises,
a prayer was offered by the Rev. Smith Pyne,
when Captain M. C. Meigs, the engineer in charge
of the work, delivered a brief address, and wan

followed by the President of the United States in
one couched in terms both apposite and eloquent
The last named gentleman turned up the first turf,
thus setting an example to other distinguished
guests, among whom was the Secretary of War
and Senator Douglas. ^The company partook of u table entertainment,
and drank toasts; speeches occasionally interven¬
ing to enhance the delight of the participants hi
this essential feature of the jubilee. The oratori
cal effort of Mr. Ritchie showed that the venerable
ex-editor is still blessed with an exul>erance of
animal spirits; and the nine cheers which he pro¬
posed in honor of thecommencemeutof the water¬
works were given with a strength of lungs, by the
assembly, which aroused the "slumberingechoes"
in the rocks, which form prominent features in the
locality selected lor the commencement of the
main aqueduct.

All the speeches were animated and to the pur]
pose, indicating, on the part of those who made
them, the warmest and most friendly feelings
towards the cities of the District, the one bearing
the Christian and the other the surname of "the
Father of his Country.
The ceremonies were closed with prayer by

" the old war-horse," Rev. Henry Slicer. >

The parties were conveyed to the Great Falls
in canal boats, one of them containing the Presi¬
dent and his companions, drawn by four horses,
aud the other a steam propeller. They all arrived
there in safety, much pleased with the interesting
proceedings.
We learn that on the fifteenth of the present

month a party of workmen will arrive here from
Pennsylvania, and proceed to the falls, a distance
of fourteen miles from this city, in order to com¬
mence the tunnelling of solid rock, an operation
slow, tedious, and dangerous in its progress.
There will l>e four tunnels through which the wa¬
ter will flow. During the winter this description
ofwork will be prosecuted, and likewise excava¬
tions for the aqueduct. It is not probable that the
masonry will be commenced before next sum¬
mer

As the projected supply ofwater from the Great
Falls is of absorbing interest, our citizens will be
pleased to learn, that notwithstanding the heavi¬
ness of the work, and the immense amount of la¬
bor to be performed, the flood of the liquid can be
conducted hither in the course of two years, pro¬
vided Congress shall make the necessary appro¬
priations for that purpose. That the money will
be furnished as occasion may require, we have
little or no doubt, as not alone the citizens of the
District are interested in the work, but the coun¬
try at large; a copious supply of water being es¬
sential to save the millions of dollars worth of
public property in the event of fire. Without the
liquid antagonist of the " devouring element," the
loss by conflagration in a single night might be at
least equal to halfthe expense of constructing the
proposed aqueducts and reservoirs.

The PresiU.>We have heard complaints that
the press was neglected or overlooked in the ar¬
rangements consequent on the "breaking of
ground" for the water works, at the Great Falls,
on Tuesday, and we. " the local" for this paj»er,
were inclined to fault-finding in consequence;
having been actuated by an anxiety to furnish our
renders with an early and detailed account ofthe
interesting proceedings.
So hurriedly and privately \As the celebration

projected, and the programme arranged, that the
citizens at large scarcely knew of the intention to
signalize the event until the especially designated
participants were fairly on their wuy to the Greal
tails! Hud reasonable notice been practicable,
thousands, probably, ftiMead of two hundred per¬
sons only, would huvc hastened to the ground
the majority in their own over-land conveyances.the work being one of general as well an indi¬
vidual interest.
We lenrn that only one editor or publisher of

each of the city papers was invited; the number
of guestn l>eing limited. However, all of them,
and others similarly honored, did not go; whereas
the reporters would most readily have availed them¬
selves of such a distinguished privilege, had theybeen remembered, as theyeverdeserveto be, on all
such important occasions. The arrangement made
for " the press " was, we doubt not, considered
amply sufficient; but, practically, with an excep¬
tion or two, it was a failure.

Farewell Concerto..We notice, by the Balti¬
more papers, that Madam<* Sontag, assisted by
Paul Julien, the eminent violinist, Alfred Jaell,
the-celebrnted pianist, and the favorite basso-buflb,
Signor Rocco, intends giving a short series offare
well concerts, " in which she will positively make
her last appearance prior to her departure for Eu¬
rope and her subsequent retirement into private
life." The first concert will be given on the 19th
instant, in that city, and likewiso, during the same
week, she will delight the lovers of choice melody
in Washington, at prices reduced to the following
standard: reserved seats, to be secured in the dnv
time only, $1 50; admission for the evening, at the
door, $1.
The (Jreat Jit I lieu, with his extensive orches¬

tra, will, wo loam, be first in the brilliant list ol
attractions on the opening of the National theatre.
His fame, having preceded him, has created an

Intense desire on the part of our citizens to hear
the wonderful instrumental performances of his
troupe. As if to satisfy, to a small extent, in ad¬
vance, the public expectation, Messrs. Hilbus and
Hits,'(Pennsylvania avenue, near Tenth street,)
have recently received a large supply of elegantly
illustrated quadrilles and polkas by this eminent
composer.
Useful and Ornamental.Mr. Haskins, on

Pennsylvania avenue, south side, n<>i^ Tenth
street, has on exhibition and for sale, among other
things, an assortment ofiron mantles, iron railings;
and enameled parlor and chamber grates. These
articles are rich and benntifnU the first named in
perfect imitation of the richest marble, and far
more durable, not being liable to injury from coal
gas, smoke, or acids. *.

The Franklin Fire Company, which left Wash|
ington on Suuday, arrived at New York early
on the following morning. According to the ac¬
counts of them in the newspapers, they are enjoy¬
ing themselves finely, visiting all the places of pub-
lie amusements and city interest, and partaking
largely of hospitalities abundantly twstowed in that
great commercial metropolis.
Appointment..We learn thai the mayor of

Wftshinaion has appointed J. Covington Burette
clerk to the tioard of asse««ors, an office but r«
< ently created.


